Paterson | Home Libraries are the New Black | Kulturhus Bjérkboda, concept 07.3.2023, updated 12.9.2023 


Andrew Gryf Paterson 
(he/they) 


Home Libraries are the New Black at Kulturhus Bjérkboda 
Synopsis 


The plan is to develop a practice-led artistic research process over 2 years in collaboration with a new rural 
context with partner association Kulturhus Bjérkboda (Kemiénsaari, SW Finland, established 2022) exploring 
the 'Home Libraries are the New Black' concept. It combines separate but contemporary 'radical or bold' arts 
with cultural heritage traditions of home libraries, reading aloud, book salons and vermi-composting. We will 
make together with locals, translocals in Helsinki metropolitan area, & beyond. 


Make public your private library collection! What happens when you share a lifetime of personal books in a 
public space? What happens when people build physically their own collective book library resource, 
complementing & contrasting, respecting differences as a whole? Who can nurture a library? We will select and 
promote the book owners & contents via radio/audio chapter readings without algorithms. Such old-fashioned 
social practices for all ages, young and old, they will challenge what we will know, read, upcycle, 
re-generate/produce, possess, and ultimately what we choose to remember in our shared futures. 


Fig. 1: Paterson’s private studio library, Helsinki, 2022. 
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Why? 


Kulturhus Bjérkboda is a new rural cultural centre that is community-focused initiative, offers an exhibition 
space for artists & creative persons, as well as a culture & well-being programme for Kemi6nsaari dwellers. 
Furthermore it has ambitions for artist-residency programme (See: http://www.kubu.fi). 


Currently there is no library in place, and while Kemionsaari is serviced with a networked library service, there 
is not one locally on that side of the island. Furthermore, this process aims to bring Finnish and international 
expertise in event-based library services and art curatorial programming to their context, while at the same time 
offering a new rural model for collectivized personal libraries, acknowledging not only the voracious reading 
habits of many Finns, but local specialised interests, personalities, and the histories that are associated with 
private book collections (See: https://psyche.co/guides/how-to-nurture-and- 


From a personal motivation level, after a period of over 5 years in which my personal library book collection 
was in storage and dispersed, it was recombined in January 2020. This led me to start to consider cultural 
programme & hospitality which would open up my private collection to interested readers at my home. This 
ambition was cancelled due to the Coronavirus pandemic. Since, I wish to flip the private-public rubric around 
to this plan, which encourages through my example, the shifting of private books to commons-orientated spaces, 
in this case a public cultural centre. 


Several years ago I was concerned (and still am) in the context of increased meta-data-augmented 
documentation of practices and everyday life via ubiquitous mobile computing and online publishing platforms, 
and that there is arguably increasing amount of personal (small or big) data to interpret and analysis. Big data, 
small data, appropriate data? The data that we produce about our lives as we live them in pervasive, always-on, 
digital and mediated society is an increasing issue as the platforms we use grow and grow in size. The big 5 
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(Amazon, Apple, Google, Facebook, Microsoft) are gathering massive amounts of data about our lives online. 
This is the source of their wealth, that we voluntarily give in exchange for free or ease-of-use digital services. 


Book culture has been captured in this context also. As we have increasingly used digital devices to read or 
listen, what we read, what we own or possess or have access to, due to digital rights management systems is 
individualizing what we read, without allow us to share these cultural items. Many commons-orientated libraries 
are under threat of closure from powerful pro-copyright lobbies. Internet Archive is a prominent example who is 
currently facing legal closure due to copyright holders disagreeing to digital loan systems which offer 
alternatives to private ownership of e-books. 


Personal social media and expert or specialised knowledge cultures need meeting places. Books are a simple, 
established and historical interface, and have long cultural heritage and high literacy in Nordic or Northern 
European countries. However, the silent reading cultural, even absent presence that books encourage, was not 
always the case historically. In their early usage, book culture in times of higher illiteracy, books were 
knowledge devices to be read aloud, for one’s own thoughts and comprehension, as well as that performed for 
others. Reading books used to a socialized process, not an individual one. 


Bringing ones’ self back to the post-pandemic, post-media context, listening to voice in dialogue (radio, 
podcasts) and audio books have been a big boom in personal media consumption. Books are still bought, but via 
online platforms, which use our data to predict new sales, extracting profit from our curiousity for reading. It is 
a normative, and normalising process to buy books online for one’s home, totally privatized reading and 
personal data. This practice-led process and research leads towards other possible futures for books and reading. 


There is an additional accessibility and diversity issue to mention, one that bears consideration for the next years 
and decades ahead. Not all immigrants to Finland or a regional language area within Finland (such as Swedish 
in Kemionsaari) are literate in the locally known languages. However, they may have first spoken and listening 
comprehension. They also may have other languages (and knowledge of books) in other languages provided by 
online e-books or municipal library services. If they do, they can also help read aloud for others who are less 
capable. 


Pp 
» 


Foto: Mathilde (Thilde) Petersens arkiv 
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What may happen? 


This is the most open part of the project. I can only guess according to my plan to encourage reading out aloud 
books (physical or e-books) by visitors to the library. The following are possibilities and speculative: 


¢ Gaining experience in reading aloud for online radio (such as going to a recording booth in Kulturhus 
Bjorkboda) would also add a new dimension to any library. A community-orientated audio-chapter part 
by part. 


* Someone’s personal library leads to a group reading aloud circles in comfortable chairs. Each person 
taking a turn for 5 minutes each for 2hr sessions in late Autumn. 


¢ Night-time stories for adults and children over the radio. Chapter teasers for new books in agreement 
with authors. 


* Curated book tables, where books are laid out according to themes, with contrasting perspectives on 
same table to encourage polyvocal and consider multiple perspectives on the theme. 


¢ Different voices, different languages. The municipal library as a partner could provide Finnish, Swedish 
or English version of the same book that is in private possession by a local. 


¢ Winter book salon where people talk about what they are reading at the moment. Or a book from school 
days, and how it compares to what youth are reading now. Matching themes of different generations. 


* Home-sewn hammocks in summertime. Everybody swinging gently to Jazz memoirs. 


¢ The practice-led research process is to explore what may happen, and tell about what works and doesn’t 
work with curatorial and librarian specialists. 


There are many examples internationally of artists, curators, cultural producers, and community activists 
developing public library projects to support or develop local communities or specialist interests. This is most 
likely also true historically and maybe contemporarily in Finland, and on Kemionsaari. 


Paterson aims to gather examples and write an essay which gives overview and summary of the different 
approaches internationally in recent decades, especially since the proliferation of network culture and internet as 
a resource for reading. They will work together with staff of Sagalund Museum in Kemi6/Kimito to learn more 
about the local context, to co-author a text together. 


What about vermi-composting? 


Books. Worms. Don’t those words go easily together? Seriously, rural libraries in Finland are under threat of 
downsizing, and old books need to be recycled, given away, and sadly thrown away into waste management 
systems. Composting needs at it’s most basic level a mix of wet and dry materials, nitrogen and carbon. The 
balance is important. Vegetable and fruit peels or cores, coffee grinds and cardboard or dried leaves in the 
correct proportions will gradually breakdown with the help of microbes and other tiny creatures and bugs, into 
humus. Composting or manure worms, most commonly Eisenia fetida, (kompostliero/tunkioliero in Finnish), 
have adapted to process decomposing rotten organic matter, as well as moist carbon materials. Old book pages 
for example. Paterson has been vermi-composting since 2015. They propose that old book materials that are 
going to waste, as well as any printed matter related to the project can be composted, and fed to the worm bins 
to be composted to make soil. Presuming it is done in moderation of toxic inks (or ideally organic inks were 
used or promoted), such a public action is also a performative one related to decay of knowledge, and renewal 
or regeneration of the soil for new seeds to grow in the future. 


4/10 


Paterson | Home Libraries are the New Black | Kulturhus Bjérkboda, 


Zor é 
: TRAVE! 
MORIES OF A 
“ 19282684 


Pilgrims 
ENMI F AG 


pisTo ISOMAK! 


Virtual and Other Realities | 


C 


Para bl os! - a 5 kultara Vid Viduskurzeme_ 
of the ss) oo 


fe 2. ley buartnioa) —__ Hil ~~ 


Cen t ral NSE) 4 Sa . : A Journey Through Other Spaces 


Essays and Manifestos, 1944-1990 


A New History from the Tadeusz Kantor 
ited and Translated by Michal Kobialka 
Imperial Conquests Edited and Translated by Michal Kobialka 


to the Present 


A Manifesto for 
the Working Class 
With a Critical Study of Tadeusz Kantor’s Theatre 


-_S t i Rk % by Michal Kobialka 


Adeeb a 


| Polish Winged H 
| 1576-1775 


Paterson | Home Libraries are the New Black | Kulturhus Bjoérkboda, concept 07.3.2023, updated 12.9.2023 


6/10 


Bohm 


homelibraries_newblack Messe -~2 vo ose 


14 posts 58 followers 224 following 


HomeLibraries NewBlack 
Home Libraries are the New Black, 2019- Helsinki #not_yet_become #hinb 
#nocheckout #nolatereturns #only2seats #hospitality #storedpotential #knowledge 


Followed by crucible2008, mattersoftransmission, tttinartsci + 20 


POSTS TAGGED 


Paterson | Home Libraries are the New Black | Kulturhus Bjérkboda, concept 07.3.2023, updated 12.9.2023 
Proposed Schedule & Work plan (updated 12.9.2023) 


01.2024; Research on related heritages & traditions, Helsinki 


¢ The project begins with background research on home libraries, book salons, reading out aloud, both 
from the context of Finland and international perspective, rural and urban. 

¢ Consideration of book page compost-ability, ecological vs. toxic ink, 2nd-hand/old book paper 
decomposition. 


2.2.-10.3.2024 Exhibition-residence library in Kulturhus Bjérkboda 


¢ Packing and transportation of Paterson’s full library shelves & books to Kulturhus Bjérkboda exhibition 
space as an exhibit and reference for process. Construction and arrangement of reading & working area 
in public space. 

¢ Raising awareness in local community of the process via Paterson’s book collection. 

¢ Workshop (outsourced) for locals on radio practices & reading books aloud. 

¢ Experiments for ‘book-related’ cultural on-site & radio programme for winter months. 

¢ Vermi-composting in the library exhibition space & related social media. 


The following is dependent on raising further funds 
05.2024: Seminars with librarians, curators & radio locals/translocals in Kemidnsaari-Helsinki 
¢ Reflections on good practices during winter & further development. Connection with local and 
translocal libraries, curators. 
e First textual or audio stories published Internet Archive based on Paterson’s book collection. 
¢ Open call for Kemiénsaari home library owners to contribute a selection to the temporary collective 
library resource in Autumn and Winter. 
10.2024: Collectivized home libraries in Kulturhus Bjérkboda 
¢ Raising awareness in local community of locals’ home libraries via curated book collections. 
¢ Continued development of ‘book-related’ cultural on-site & radio programme for winter months. 
e Vermi-composting in the library exhibition space & related social media. 
10.2024-01.2025: Winter remote book & radio practices with partners in Kemiénsaari-Helsinki 
¢ Online radio and on-site activity for locals and translocals based on locals’ home libraries. 
¢ Main local home libraries promotion via readings aloud, and related social media. 
e Vermi-composting in the another space of Kulturhus Bjérkboda & related social media. 
01.2025: Final seminar & published outcome in Kemidnsaari & Helsinki 
¢ Reflections on good practices during winter & further development. Connection with local and 
translocal libraries, curators. 
e First textual or audio stories published on Internet Archive based on locals’ home libraries collections. 


02.2025: Report 


e Final report of process published. 
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Process Partners 


Main partner & host venue (confirmed partnership): 


Kulturhus Bjérkboda, Bjérkboda, Kemidnsaari. http://www.kubu.fi 


To be confirmed: 


Sagalund Museum, Kemi6/Kimito, Kemidnsaari. https://sagalund.fi/ 


Seminar partners imagined to approach: 


Publics curatorial agency, Helsinki, Finland. http://www.publics.fi 


Kemiénsaaren kirjasto, Kemiénsaari, Finland. https://www.kemionsaari.fi/fi/nae_koe/kirjastot 


Keskuskirjasto Oodi, Helsinki, Finland. https://www.oodihelsinki.fi/ 


Norpas Festival, Dalsbruk/Taalintehdas, Kemiénsaari, Finland. https://www.norpas.fi/ 


IDA radio, Tallinn/Helsinki, Estonia/Finland. https://idaidaida.net/ 
Radio.art Zone, Esche, Luxembourg. https://radioart.zone/ 
Station of the Commons, Helsinki, Finland. https://stationofcommons.org/ 


Prelinger Library, San Francisco, USA. https://prelingerlibrary.org/home/ 


Streaming & online radio/audio hosting (outsourcing) or syndication (to be confirmed): 
{openradio}, Helsinki/Berlin, Finland/Germany. http://www.openradio.in 
[]-node, Mulhouse/Paris, France. http://p-node.org 


Internet Archive, San Francisco, USA. http://archive.org 
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Experience & Background motivations 


1. Early adopter of Finnish Libraries social event & maker ‘platform spaces’ 


Paterson has been a pioneer in using Helsinki City Library Services as a cultural producer citizen and service 
user, firstly using the screening & audio PA system at Kirjasto10 space in 2007. They have ambition to continue 
this ongoing exploration of what they believe is an important aspect of the Nordic Social Democracy project. 


From 2008-2011 they coordinated & facilitated the ‘Clip Kino’ & ‘Katalyytti Clips’ processes which invited 
people (cultural workers & researchers, as well as young adults and teenagers) to curate their own public 
screening based on online video viewing interests. The legal aspects of that type of grey-area in copyright issues 
and public events was developed with Helsinki Library legal advisors. 


More information about these processes can be seen here: 
https://mlab.taik.fi/~apaterso/projects/clipkino/ 


https://mlab.taik.fi/~apaterso/projects/katalyytti/ 


In another process, as part of Pixelache Helsinki’s outreach and informal education programme ‘Pixelversity’ 
(2010-2014), and especially from autumn 2013 until autumn 2014, together with Paivi Raivio, they started the 
first series of TrashLab Repair Café events in Helsinki, using the Library space Kaupunkiverstas. 


More information here: https://pixelache.ac/events/trashlab-repair-cafe-at-kaupunkiverstas 


Longer history of TrashLab: https://pixelache.ac/posts/trashlab-and-its-history 


Furthermore in 2013 key members of TrashLab, including Paterson, Raivio (and Antti Ahonen, Tomi Flink) 
were invited into consultation meetings regarding social maker practices organised by then Prof. Sampsa 
Hyysalo, (Aalto University ARTS Design) & researchers Petra Jyrkas, Cindy Kohtala, together with Virve 
Sankala (now Hyysalo), who was then in charge of developing HelMet’s Keskuskirjasto project. 


Lastly, most recently, as co-director of the Pixelache Helsinki 2021 Festival, together with co-director and 
author Laura Gustafsson (http://www.lauragustafsson.fi), Paterson initiated, facilitated and executively directed 
a large-scale transdisciplinary festival over a production period February 2020 — June 2021, in dialogue with 
Keskuskirjasto Oodi staff. The festival itself took place over 8 days, 6-13.6.2021. 


More information on festival (note language option right-top: FI, EN, RU, SV): 
http://burn.pixelache.ac 


Despite the obvious challenges of making a international hybrid arts festival during the Global COVID-19 
Pandemic, and that confirmation of physical venue was only confirmed 1 month before the planned festival 
dates; Over 100 local and international contributions made a hybrid format festival that combined programmes 
including online & FM radio broadcast in collaboration with {openradio} and Radio Helsinki; Limited presence 
based site-specific performances and installations on 2 levels of Oodi building and outside the front in public 
space. 
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Experience & Background motivations 
2. Established artist-organiser & independent researcher on cultural heritage activism 


Paterson's practice-led work over 12+ years, leads to 'Art(s) & Cultural Heritage Futures' (A&CHF) 
interconnecting roles in arts, curatorial work and activism with cultural heritage subjects, adapting to 
contemporary practices, networks and developing desirable possible futures. 


A&CHF brings together socially-engaged & ecological arts with process-based art+craft+science and heritage 
research useing performative and participatory methods that brings people together and tells stories. 

Focusing upon local cultural heritage, especially the different forms- tangible, intangible, natural -that makes up 
the inheritance of past cultures in our present- They believe facilitators, i.e. carers for connections between 
home, everyday life, the nature of economies and value, can be part of a heritage cycle which goes around 
valuing, caring, enjoying & understanding. 


Since December 2022, this activity has been sited at Kitchen Lab Tarvo, Helsinki. 


Example of an A&CHF process ‘Deep Fry Club’ (2021) audio work together with DJ Black Fanfare (Demetrio 
Castemuse), broadcast on Rasu Radijas (Rasos Radio), Vilnius: 


Examples of processes include Herbologies/Foraging Networks & Berry Commons (2010-2011) which included 
fieldwork in Kurzeme, Latvia, together with Interdisciplinary Artist Group SERDE, inviting mostly elders 
(women and men) to share their foraging and practical use of wild plants to a younger group of locals and 
international artists, herbalists, journalists etc, valuing a knowledge and activity that was mostly common at an 
everyday level, and often under appreciated, even by those who held it. 


See more about collaborations with SERDE as slides (2013): 
https://archive.org/details/paterson-pucena-2013-serdes-notebooks-of-tradition-participatory-online- 


approaches 


‘Cultural Heritage as Resource’ short essay for SERDE (2015): 
https://archive.org/details/agryfp-2015-2008-serde-cultural-heritage-as-resource/ 
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